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LIVE LANGUAGE LESSONS 

There is only one infallible method of judging a series of language 
books: to try them out in the classroom. That is true, of course, of 
most texts; but it is perhaps especially trae of language texts. A book 
may be perfect in theory, yet come within an ace of failing in actual 
practice. 

Judging solely by a careful examination, I think Professor Howard 
R. Driggs's Live Language Lessons^ a splendid series of language books for 
the grades. I have had no opportunity of observing what the books will 
do in action; but I know that the object sought is the only legitimate 
object in a series of this sort, and I believe that the exercises, if intelli- 
gently and thoroughly practiced, will go far toward attaining the object. 

This object is "to develop in pupils ability to speak and write 
efficiently." The exercises claim to offer "opportunity for the child to 
express himself on important subjects close to the interests of his every- 
day life; a well-organized series of constructive exercises to enrich his 
vocabvilary and to train him in those habits which make for skill in speech 
and writing; well-graded corrective drills on commonly misused oral and 
written forms." I believe this claim is valid. 

That the exercises lie close to the interests of childhood there can be 
little question. Groups of well-varied exercises on the hoUday and 
seasonal sports and activities, on games and work indoors and out, on 
animals and nature, on family ties, school life, industrial occupations — no 
one can doubt that these are themes that appeal to children in the grades. 
Pictures, stories, and poems are used to introduce and emphasize these 
themes, and the whole is connected with unusually well-written exposi- 
tory matter. I suspect that the intrinsic appeal is more urgent to boys 
than to girls, but no favoritism is shown in the details of the work. 

The constructive exercises designed to enrich the child's vocabulary 
are the best I have seen. The author is clearly of the opinion that speech, 
as well as writing, is good in proportion as it is characterized by force and 
picturesqueness, in proportion as the diction is rich and varied. Like 
Hosea Biglow, he believes that "one word with blood in 't's twice ez 
good ez two." His literary selections, while not always the choicest, are 
especially rich in. virile, vivid words and phrases; the exercises in 
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synonyms are practical and within the capacity of children; his plan of 
listing a number of suggestive words from which the pupil is to select 
words for the blanks in sentences, is ingenious — ^provided the teacher does 
not allow wild guesssing. From the standpoint of enlarging the vocabu- 
lary, the exercises in rhyme-making are justifiable, though I think this is 
overemphasized. 

But the author by no means ignores correctness. He has worked out 
a large number of drills on correct forms. In these he is thoroughly 
pedagogical, emphasizing not detection of incorrect forms so much as 
drill on correct form; and throughout striving to be practical. 

Each book is divided into two parts. In Part II of Book II some 
attention is given to grammar — ^practical grammar, "language" gram- 
mar, functional grammar. This is dovetailed nicely into the exercises 
purely language and compositional, and contains nothing that is not 
immediately practical. The author goes much farther than most 
makers of language books in eliminating the formal; and doubtless he, 
as well as all other opponents of the old-fashioned disciplinary ideas, is 
pleased to have his opinions corroborated by the recent investigations 
recorded in the Teachers College Record for September. The author does 
not state in which grades the books are to be used as text; but probably 
they are intended for four years, from the fifth to the eighth inclusive. 

The books are attractive in appearance. Most of the illustrations 
are from life. Perhaps more space could have been found for repro- 
ductions of classic pictures. 

For country and village schools Live Language Lessons is the best 
series of language books I have seen. The author has rendered valuable 
service to those grade teachers who believe that children can be taught 
the language arts most successfully by being directed and encouraged to 
observe, imagine, and think along the lines of their predominant inter- 
ests. Many language books have been constructed on the principle of 
"making the child practice the use of a knife, fork, and spoon without 
giving it a particle of meat," as Huxley says. Live Language Lessons 
provides the meat, stimulates the appetite, and teaches correct table 
manners. Walter Barnes 
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